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Grade Game
Your activity grade will be determined in the following way:

You will be paired with one of your classmates at random.

➢ If you ask for an A and they do too, you will get a B.
➢ If you ask for an A and they ask for a B, you will get an A+.
➢ If you ask for a B and they do too, you will get a B+.
➢ If you ask for a B and they ask for an A, you will get a B-.

Grade Game
What should you do?



Example: The Prisoner’s Dilemma

Life Lessons
1. Do not play dominated strategies.

2. Sometimes, acting rationally can result in a bad outcome.

3. Often, what it’s rational for you to do depends on what you 
care about.

4. Sometimes, what it’s rational for you to do depends on what 
others care about.

The Number Game

The Number Game
Choose a number between 1 and 100.

The number that is closest to two-thirds of 
the average wins the prize.

Good luck!



Today: Hobbes

Hobbes and the State of Nature

PHIL 0555
Ryan Doody
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Thomas Hobbes
(1588 - 1679)

British Philosopher
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Top 5 Hobbes Facts! 1. Born on the eve of the Spanish 
Armada (“My Mother gave birth 
to twins: myself & fear.”)

2. Tutored the Prince while in exile 
in France

3. Lived during the English Civil 
War

4. Was banned from publishing on 
anything concerning “human 
conduct”

5. Lived to be 91 years old. 

Hobbes’ Life 1588 Born
1640 Fled to Paris
1642 Civil War began in England
1649 Charles I executed
1651 Leviathan published
1652 Returned to England
1660 Charles II restored
1666 Bill introduced into House of

Commons which sanctioned
Hobbes

1679 Died 

The English Civil 
War
(1642 - 1651)

The English Civil 
War
(1642 - 1651)

A period of conflict between 
Royalists (“Cavaliers”) and 
Parliamentarians (“Roundheads”).

Three Major Outcomes:
1. Execute the King
2. Exile of the Royal family to France
3. Rule by military dictatorship (Oliver 
Cromwell and, later, his son). 

After Cromwell’s death, the 
monarchy regains some power. 



Rough Overview of 
Hobbes’ Argument

1. The State of Nature (= no 
government) is a state of war.

2. It’s vastly better to live under the 
stable authority of a Sovereign 
than in a state of war.

So, in the State of Nature, we’d consent 
to be governed by the Sovereign.

Rough Overview of 
Hobbes’ Argument

1. The State of Nature (= no 
government) is a state of war.

2. It’s vastly better to live under the 
stable authority of a Sovereign 
than in a state of war.

3. If we’d consent to be governed by 
a Sovereign in the State of Nature, 
then the Sovereign has legitimate 
authority.

So, the Sovereign’s authority is 
legitimate

The State of Nature The State of Nature

… is war? 

Nasty, brutish, and short



The State of Nature

… is war?

Natural Equality + Scarcity 
→ Competition & Fear

Competition & Fear
→ War 

Natural Equality

Equality + Scarcity Fear & Competition 



The State of Nature 
is a state of war

Evaluate the argument

Let’s explain Hobbes’ 
argument.

Do you think he’s right?

What assumptions underlie 
his thought?

The State of Nature 
is a state of war

Evaluate the argument

Let’s explain Hobbes’ 
argument.

Do you think he’s right?

What assumptions underlie 
his thought?

(Can Game Theory help 
formalize Hobbes’ idea?)

The Social Contract It is vastly better to live under 
the authority of a powerful 
Sovereign than to live in a 
constant state of war.

Is Hobbes right? 

Anarchy vs Authoritarianism 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjBb4SZ0F6Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00L9Bv_8-0I


The Social Contract If we’d consent in the State of 
Nature to the Sovereign, does 
that give the Sovereign 
legitimate authority?

Is Hobbes right? 

Questions?


